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ELSWORTH SURGERY LINK
Barbara Sterland, one of the stalwarts of the surgery link scheme whereby people without cars may be
taken to the surgery by volunteer drivers, has, as many will know, moved from the village and will no
longer be able to participate. Barbara has been involved since the inception of the scheme way back in
1981 — a wonderful record. So many in the village have cause to be very grateful to her. Many, many
thanks Barbara.
This is perhaps an opportunity to remind villagers of the surgery link service and to seek people who are
willing to give their names to be put on the active list or alternatively be on reserve to be contacted as and
when a need arises. By means of this service, those without a car or who are unable to drive are enabled to
attend the surgery at Papworth.
The scheme is quite straightforward and runs well. A volunteer driver agrees to stand by for one journey a
month — on a rota with other volunteers — which is on a Thursday morning. If, by chance, the allocated day
on one month is not possible, changes with other drivers on the rota overcomes the problem.
If you are interested in giving your name as a volunteer driver, please contact Alan Farrow who, as a mem-
ber of the Surgery link committee, is the scheme co-ordinator.
[Tel. 01954 267472 or e-mail farrow 16 @ googlemail.com].

ELSWORTH LUNCH CLUB

In Elsworth at present there would seem to be quite a number of people who have difficulty in moving
around and therefore tend to be house-bound, and others, who living by themselves, at times get tired of
their own company.
Mandy Smith, our County Councillor, and I have discussed this. If there is sufficient demand, it is pro-
posed to set up a monthly lunch club for which transport to a pub or other venue could be provided. Firstly
we need to know if there is sufficient interest. If the idea might possibly appeal, please contact either of us
for further information, without committing yourself in any way. Mandy’s telephone number is 01954
230253; e-mail mandy.smith@cambridgeshire.gov.uk and Alan Farrow’s tel. number is 01954 267472; e-
mail: farrow16@googlemail.com. If it is preferred, either of us would be happy to come to your home to
discuss the scheme. We’d very much like to know views, for they will determine whether the scheme gets
off the ground.

Alan Farrow



ECO_Safe Cleaning Services Ltd
Free phone 0800 756 9849

Eco-friendly Cleaning Service specialising
in the following areas:

«  House keeping service

«  Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

o Carpet & Upholstery stain protection
+  House Cleans

«  Office Cleans

N Commercial Cleans

OAP discounts available
Fully trained police checked staff
Locally owned and operated

Equipment and cleaning solutions supplied

M

~+ www.ecosafecleaning.co.uk
uires@ecosafecleaning.co.uk
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co-gafe aeaning Services Ltd Registered in England & Wales NO. 6865079
istered office Alexander House 38 Forehill, Ely, Cambs CB7 4AF

Tel: 07999 888779
01954 261050

G.Coe groundwork & general buliding

All building work undertaken.
Specializing in:

Paving for your driveways and patios
Conservatory bases
Roof and guttering repairs and maintenance

Give your local builder a call to discuss your ideas and for a
no obligation quotation




ELSWORTH WALKING GROUP

Back in December 1990 The Elsworth Chronicle reported the birth of the Elsworth Walking Group.
19 years later it continues to flourish, maintaining its pattern of embarking on local walks and oth-
ers at no great distance from the village on the second Sunday of every month throughout the year.
The number of walkers is usually around twelve to fifteen, with a designated leader for each outing.
For walks starting in the village the group meets at the church car park, normally at 10 am. If the
starting point is outside Elsworth, members are advised by that month’s leader in advance. The dis-
tance covered is usually around six miles with a break near the half-way point, the route being cho-
sen by the leader. Over the years so many paths have experienced Elsworth boots but new routes
are constantly being explored with old favourites also re-visited from time to time.

If you feel like a morning of companionship, laughter and good exercise do join the group. You
would not be committing yourself for future walks but the chances are that you would like to. If
time presses, just come when you can. Individuals and/or families are welcome. For further infor-
mation contact Rich Stokes [tel.267506], Isobel Farrow [tel.267472] or any member of the group
known to you.

A typical walk is shown below.
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OPEN AND RESPONSIBILE LOCAL GOVERNMENT

What do you expect of your parish council? To my mind responsibility and accountability must be key words.
Accountability, of course, demands that facts are made known to the electorate, and responsibility demands that
every effort is made to ensure the right decisions are made. Procedures regarding the sluice have exposed
marked deficiencies in both regards. Is there a lesson that must be taken into the future? It would seem so. The
sluice has gone [and must be now allowed to go in peace], but its manner of going draws attention to the need
for accountability of decision-making and management. [To ignore expert advice and not even consider it in
debate is clearly not managing affairs satisfactorily]. Accountability demands information to parishioners that is
factually correct without inconvenient salient facts being glossed over. If this doesn’t occur, the matter must be
pressed further. Such has been my stance over flood protection measures.

Contrary accounts have been put through the village magazines. The intended thrust of the submitted reply to
the article by Paul Solon in the August Elsworth Times was to relate what he had written to evidence in hand.
However, in the published form in the Elsworth Times this would seem to have been lost by the modifications
made. As matters stand, it is difficult for readers to know what to believe, and comments have been made in
this regard. Paul Solon has taken issue with points made in the July Elsworth Chronicle and made strong com-
ments in the Elsworth Times and more strongly elsewhere. The matter should not be one to be taken at a per-
sonal level, and this is certainly not the intention here, but Paul Solon’s name must inevitably assume promi-
nence as the intention is to focus on the points he has made in his published article. The matter must be based
entirely on facts that present an accurate summary without the omission of those which are inconvenient. Pa-
rishioners have a right to know. Let then the evidence be the arbitrator.

1] To take first references to the Environment Agency. Mr. Solon states that the work on the sluice has the ap-
proval of the Agency and that their ‘licence was unconditional’. But in so writing he disguises what he knows is
the view of the Agency in preferring an up-stream location. The quotations which follow from letters from the
Environment Agency make this clear.

“The site visit on the 8" August 2008 indicated that the footbridge upstream of the current proposed
site would be a better location as should the screen ever block there would be no increase in risk to vil-
lage properties as there is sufficient available land to be used as flood storage.” [15.9.08]

“We still believe that it would be advantageous for the weedscreen to be located upstream of the foot-
bridge as mentioned in previous correspondence.” [23.12.08].

“As we have previously stated a weedscreen upstream of the village would be the preferred option as
any backing-up of water or bank overtopping would be on open land.” [16.7.07]

2] As to Mr. Solon’s statement that the project has unconditional licence, the following statements from the
Environment Agency would seem to contradict this.

“If the new weedscreen is built by the parish council, it will be their responsibility to ensure it does not
create a nuisance to neighbouring properties. If the council remain concerned about their legal position
we suggest that they speak to their legal advisers and/or insurers.” [23.12.08].

“We require a maintenance programme to illustrate that the screen and channel will be properly main-
tained to prevent any increase in flood risk.” [5.9.08]

3] In September 2008 the Environment Agency had REFUSED the application from the parish council for
work at the sluice. Consent was only subsequently given, and clearly reluctantly as the comments above show,
on the grounds that there was already a poor screen at the sluice.

4] To turn now to Mr.Solon’s statement that much of the advice from consultants was contradictory - this
cannot be accepted.

Dating back to 2003 and 2004 four impartial consultant engineers submitted reports. All four agreed
that demolition of the sluice wall was pointless. As to the placement of a weedscreen where the stream

enters the village, this aspect was studied by two chartered engineers and again there was complete har-
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mony. The only voice from outside which could be quoted as dissenting was a former employee of
the Environment Agency, but he was not an engineer and his views were clearly not in accordance
with the Environment Agency’s views which are noted above. When pressed he said, significantly,
we should seek advice from engineers, which was done, the outcome being as already stated.

5] In his article Paul Solon endeavours to disparage the consultants involved — “so called expert advice”.

In fact all four were chartered engineers specialising in water control and two were consultants to the
county council. It would seem somewhat arrogant for a non-engineer to proclaim that some of their
advice was “downright wrong”. To state as he has done that the parish council concluded that it was
neither safe nor sensible to rely on this past advice is quite wrong; the consultants’ reports have
never been debated and such a question has never been discussed by the council, as reference to the
parish minutes will verify.

With regard to the engineer now engaged, he was commissioned only to design a weedscreen for the sluice
area. When I asked Paul Solon if he could be asked also to quote for a weedscreen upstream, the request was
declined. Mr Thomas, the engineer, therefore had a restricted brief. Not wishing to belittle Mr.Thomas in any
way, I should be interested to know the source of Paul Solon’s statement that he is “one of the country’s
leading experts”.

6] It is interesting that Paul Solon has sought to emphasise in the first part of his article that it is the inade-
quacy of the culverts that causes the back-up of water at times of excessive rainfall. This is clearly so and has
been the basis of efforts to demonstrate the foolishness of demolishing the sluice.

He would seem to have made a complete reversal of position on this. It was to stress and sub-
stantiate the all-important role of the culverts that W.S.Atkins, the County engineers, and
other consultant engineers, confirmed my assertion that it was the limited size of the culverts
which caused overflow at times of excessive rainfall, whereas the parish council “in-house”
scheme was promoting a view that flow could be improved by destroying the sluice wall. This
“in-house” scheme was confirmed as being wrong and, in particular, irrelevant at times of
flash floods by virtue of the limited culvert size. Regretfully the report was side-lined.

7] Another interesting contradiction is that although the parish council minutes record that Michael Thomas
advised that “a weedscreen at the kissing gate would not provide any benefits to the culverts” [debris from
the headwaters seems to have been ignored], “and would probably cause a nuisance with increased flooding
on agricultural land”, his words are translated by Mr.Solon as “a weedscreen at the upstream end of Brook
Street would not be undesirable but is not essential”.

If this represents a change of view, it would take us back almost to the position I was endeavouring
to make way back in 2003/4. The scheme I proposed then, and subsequently, was to have a simple
sloping weedscreen bar from the retained sluice wall, with the main weedscreen at the footbridge.
However, the scheme Paul Solon advocated costs some £12,000 to £15,000 for the sluice area alone,
as compared with an earlier quotation in the order of £3,000 for both. Further, with the scheme Paul
Solon has guided through, the Victorian Sluice — for which the South Cambs Council Conservation
Officer sought preservation — has been destroyed. A vision that the ancient sluice gate and controlled
water upstream could form an attractive feature in Brook Street has also been lost.

It would seem sad and to be regretted that matters have developed as they have. What was required of the
parish council was that the reports of the consultant engineers should have been considered, not merely side-
lined; that the advice of the Environment Agency should have been heeded and the recommended action
should have been taken. What has been done cannot now be undone but lessons must be learned so that in
the future such neglect would not be countenanced. Just as the Government at Westminster has to be aware
of the scrutiny of the national press, local accountability through a local magazine such as the Elsworth
Chronicle could well serve to focus minds in the future. If so, this endeavour will have been to some pur-
pose. An allied way forward is for parishioners to press the council for facts relating to decisions being made
or considered.

Alan Farrow



With an office just outside Cambridge we know about insuring period
properties and with NFU Mutual’s Listed Building Valuation Service, you can
have peace of mind.

For a competitive quotation or more information contact your local office on
01954 210007 or visit us at Unit 5, Dry Drayton Industries, Dry Drayton,
Cambridge, CB23 8AT.

Thatched and Listed
Home Insurance
Specialists

| Risebrow, S Gould and P Brewer Agent of the National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Madingley Pre-Preparatory School

Madingley, Cambridge. CB23 8AH

- happy, safe environment;
- excellent adult/pupil ratio;
- broad & balanced curriculum
- highly qualified staff;
- French & Music specialists;
- excellent Ofsted reports;
- after school activities;
- beautiful rural location;

v _ SN 3 ; - easy access from wide area;
et SHEE _ early registration advised.

www.madingleyschool.co.uk
® 01954 210309 for an appointment to visit.
EVERY DAY IS AN OPEN DAY




OBITUARY ANNA SMITH neé Schmocker
,‘* . 27.05.1919 — 24.03.2009

Anna Elisabeth Schmocker was born in Goldswil, near Interlaken in Switzerland. She
was one of six children born to Robert and Rosa, and the great great grand-daughter of
Melchoir Anderegg — the pioneer mountain guide, famous for the first ascents of many
prominent mountains.

Anna had an idyllic but hard childhood, and often told romantic stories of family life, of
skating, skiing, tobogganing, walking in the mountains, and watching the Orient Express
stop in Interlaken on its way to Budapest. At the age of 16 she travelled to the French
speaking part of Switzerland to live as an au pair in the family of a Doctor in order to im-
prove her French. When she returned to Interlaken she gained employment as a shop
assistant in a wood carving shop. The shop owner was impressed with her work and lan-
guage skills and encouraged her to travel to England to learn English, so that she could
speak fluently with his wealthy English customers.

She obtained a visa, and at the age of 19 travelled on 3 January 1938 from Interlaken via
Dieppe to Newhaven and on to Eastbourne where her elder sister Rosa was already liv-
ing. Anna took a position as a cook/general in the household of Sir James and Lady
Smith, a diplomat, who had returned from India. When Sir James was recalled to India,
Anna was asked to travel with them, but decided to stay in England, as by now her
younger sister Regina had also arrived in Eastbourne. She found new employment with
Mrs Colvin, a widow of independent means, and stayed with her for the next 10 years.
Whilst here, the Second World War broke out, and Eastbourne was severely bombed —
Anna became a member of the fire fighting party for Eastbourne Borough Council, and
also helped out at the local hospital reading and writing correspondence for the wounded
French Canadian soldiers. In August 1940 the bombing was so severe that Mrs Colvin
and Anna evacuated to Hillcrest House, Elsworth for a few months, where she met Fred.
Anna returned to Eastbourne and had a long distance courtship with Fred spanning 8
years. In 1946 she returned home for two months to see her parents — it was to be her
last visit to Switzerland — as shortly after her return to England her mother died.

On 2 October 1948 Anna and Fred were married, and moved into a small cottage in Cot-
terell's Lane. Their family was complete when their two daughters, Stella and Shona,
were born. Fred and Anna decided it was time to move, and saved hard to design and
build a house on the small holding already owned by Fred; the house became ready for
occupation in 1964. Anna was a homemaker — who enjoyed doing everything for her
family — she was an excellent cook, dressmaker, knitter and embroiderer. She also en-
joyed entertaining her Swiss relatives and friends on their many visits to Elsworth. In her
early 80’s she devoted 3 years to nursing Fred, who had become frail, and despite the
hardships was determined she would care for him at home. At the age of 89 she still
spoke fluent pure Swiss-German, was managing the house, and carrying out household
duties, as well as cooking meals and gardening.

Everyone who met Anna found her to be sweet, gentle, kind and always helpful. She was
a devoted and loving mother, self-less, reliable, wise, generous, hardworking and honest,
and is sorely missed by all those who knew her.



OBITUARY DOROTHY BIENEK 1929 - 2009

Dorothy was 27 years of age when she came to Elsworth as a young wife and mother, and was to
live here for the remaining 3% of her life. She was born in Bolton where her father was a school-
teacher. Throughout her life she retained an interest in Bolton Wanderers football team and spoke
with enthusiasm about Tom Lawton, an immediate post-war football hero who played for Bolton
and England. She was clearly a very clever girl and won a place at London University at Queen
Mary College, where she read English. This was at a time when only four in one hundred school-
leavers went to university, compared with some 40% today.

After graduating Dorothy remained in London, where she met Paul who had settled in England af-
ter demobilisation from the Polish army. The circumstances were somewhat unusual — Paul was do-
ing electrical work in the attic above Dorothy’s room when his foot slipped off a floor joist and ap-
peared through Dorothy’s ceiling. Paul went down to apologise, and so they became acquainted.
Love and marriage followed and their elder son Kasio was born in London where they had set up
home.

In 1956 they moved to Elsworth and the family grew by another three children — Jad, Julian and
Alex. In 1969 Dorothy was appointed secretary at Elsworth School and remained in this position
until her retirement in 1989. Being Dorothy she was more than a secretary — she was renowned for
her ability to create wonderful costumes for the school plays out of scraps of material, backed by a
deft hand with the sewing machine and a vivid imagination. While at the school, Betty Childerley,
then a teacher at the school, introduced Dorothy to a local history group, and local history was to
remain an absorbing interest throughout her life. Her knowledge of Latin and ability to read Old
English made her an asset to the Public Record Office for whom she did much voluntary work deci-
phering old wills. She branched out to researching her own family and then to the history of Els-
worth and produced a fascinating booklet that was very well received. She had an historical article
in the Elsworth Chronicle as recently as July this year.

But Dorothy was very much of the family and home, being a superb baker, cook, embroiderer, lace-
maker and homemaker. She was also involved in village affairs, being secretary of the W.I. until ill
health caused her to give up. Dorothy will be sadly missed. To the family she was a loving wife,
mother, grandmother; to family and friends a loyal, thoroughly dependable person who was always
willing to help where she could. All who speak of her do so in such warm terms — she was a good
neighbour and friend; she was modest; she always spoke well of people; she was known for her
thoughtfulness, kindness and helpfulness to others. All who knew gained enormously from being
with her.

ELSWORTH, KNAPWELL & CONINGTON W.I.

After the summer break we had a most interesting talk in September about the R.N.I.LB., which is
funded entirely by voluntary contributions.
In October we were delighted to welcome six new members to our meeting at which we were trans-
ported back to the “Forties” — a time of austerity, but some managed to evade rationing. We learned
that Mrs Stollery’s sister accidentally joined the queue for bananas [only available to pregnant
women] and returned home with her “treasure” — quite a surprise to her family!
We are holding our November meeting at the Cambridge Federation H.Q. at Girton. This purpose-
built building, which has won several awards for its many sustainable features, was opened in 2006
by The Earl of Wessex. The December Christmas Party is always great fun and in January we are ap-
propriately “visiting Alaska”.
Our monthly meetings are held in Elsworth School on the second Wednesday of each month. Visitors
are always welcome — except at the Christmas Party!

Isobel Farrow [tel. 267472]



BOB EMPSON & SONS
THE GARAGE
ELSWORTH, CAMBS.

We are a family-run business dealing in:
MOT: Class 3 and 4
Servicing
Bodywork and accident repair
All types of repair work undertaken
on all types of car
Full plug-in diagnostic facilities

TELEPHONE: WORKSHOP 01954 267231
BODYSHOP 01954 267878

EMAIL: EMPSONSGARAGE@SUPANET.COM

REED

Restoration Roofing & Leadwork Specialists
NICK ALDER

® Slating, Tiling & Re-Roofing & Restoration Leadwork

H Chimney Re-Point Re-Build 1 Built-up Flat Roofing

H Bespoke Leadwork Fabrication @& Approved Potton Homes Contractor
& Insurance Work m Repairs

Free Advice / Surveys / Estimates
01480 810536

. 07789 376968
17 Littleworth End, Otford, Darcy, Cambs, PE1S 5RA
www.reedroofingandieadwork.co.uk




MEADOW MUTTS MAYHEM!!!

Woof, Woof...... Nellie French here - reporting on the Meadow Mutts Dog show that was held in
the village earlier this month. All of us canines had a great time - strutting our stuff, winning
prizes and clearing up after the BBQ which was organized by some gallant humans from the
school ESFA Committee.

Although the weather was a bit chilly - which probably put some of the humans off - we had
doggy entrants from as far afield as Stevenage!

By the end of the day we were all dog tired but satisfied with ourselves as we had managed to
raise around £900 which all goes towards the school building fund.

So thanks goes to all the humans involved but most of all to the dogs - we all had a howling good
time....see you all around the reservoir.....good sniffing!!!

Nellie French (alias Alice French)

Nellie

Village Vet RCVS

ACCREDITED

The vet your pet would choose PRACTICE

® compassion and kindness at all times

e expertise and facilities second to none

® 247 emergency cover

® |oyalty scheme and pet insurance available
e care for the environment and local community

Longstanton Cottenham
34 High Street, Longstanton CB24 3BS 66 High Steet, Cottenham CB24 8SA
01954 780027 01954 252122

24 Hour Emergency 0845 500 4 247 www.villagevet.co.uk

Papworth Hospital Carol
Service at Ely Cathedral

A carol service is held every year at
Mole Clearance Ely Cathedral in support of Papworth
. Hospital, and tickets are now on sale

Serwce for Friday, 18" December. There will

be a performance by professional
soprano soloist Kate Woolf, and also

Dave Anderson 01954 202460 the Ely Cathedral Octagon Singers.

: _ Readings are given by representa-
Mob 07813430232 mole.control@hotmail.co.uk tives from across the hospital, and

the evening is a very uplifting cele-

Member of The British Traditional bration of Christmas and the hospi-
Molecatchers Register tal's pioneering work.

3 4 Everyone is welcome to attend, so

No Gas or Poison used Free site survey please do come and join us for the

evening. Tickets are £10 and £15
each, available from the charity of-
fice on 01480 364237.
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ELSWORTH SPORTS CLUB

The beginning of September saw the end of the cricket season and the beginning of that of football,
with table tennis league matches starting at the end of that month.
Although the summer saw better weather than last year with all matches played, both cricket teams
had disappointing results on the field. Playing in the CCC Junior League Division 2B the first team
finished last, losing all 16 matches. Unavailability of some players certainly contributed to that and
we hope for better results next summer. The second team played in Division 4B of the same league
and finished the season in 7™ place, winning three of their fourteen matches. Hopefully with most
players available next season and given reasonable weather we will enjoy better results.
As the football season is in the early days the league tables mean little at this stage, but having again
won promotion the first team is now playing in the CFA BIS League Division 1B and at the time of
writing has won one and drawn three of their four matches, placing the team sixth of thirteen. Their
only loss so far was to Wisbech St.Mary’s Reserves in the Junior Cup, and that by the odd goal of
five. The reserve team, after their debut season last year, is now established in the league and is play-
ing in CFA BIS Division 5C. To date the team has played four matches, drawing one and losing
three, placing the team tenth of thirteen teams.
As with football, the table tennis season has recently got under way with Elsworth again entering
three teams in the Ely league. To date the first team has played and won two matches in the first divi-
sion whilst the second team has lost its opening two matches in the same division. The third team,
comprising mainly junior players, is in Division 2 and at the time of writing its most recent result was
a creditable draw.
Carpet bowls continues to flourish on Wednesday afternoons from 2 pm and any new player would
be made welcome — likewise the whist drives and bridge sessions which take place on Friday eve-
nings at 7.30 pm, alternating fortnightly. For dates of these sessions please see posters displayed in
the village.
For further information of the football section, please contact Mark Brading on 01480 383303 and for
cricket or table tennis contact Bill Knibbs on 01954 267266

Roger Fensom

JUBILEE CLUB

The club is open to everyone in Elsworth and surrounding villages. Most meetings take place on the
first Thursday of the month in Elsworth School Hall from 2.30 pm to 4.30 pm. We have a speaker or
entertainment, afternoon tea and a raffle.
We have had day trips to Sandringham and Southwold this year, and enjoy a New Year lunch at The
George & Dragon in January.
Please come along when you can, you will certainly know people there and will be made most wel-
come. For more information call Betty Simcock on 01954 267470.

Betty Simcock

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES ARE ON SALE ON MONDAYS THROUGH TO
FRIDAYS EACH WEEK AT BOB EMPSON’S GARAGE, ELSWORTH, 8AM TO 6PM

Magazines may be ordered in advance.

We are most grateful to Bob, Linda and Mark for providing this service
until our Community Shop opens. True helpful Elsworthians!
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MADINGLEY
MULCH

YOUR GARDENS FAVOURITE PEOPLE

BARKS * SOILS * MULCHES * COMPOSTS *
CONDITIONERS
ALL DELIVERED IN OUR BIG 1 METRE
BAGS TO YOUR DOOR.

SOFT/SHARP SAND ~ 1020mm GRAVELS ~
BALLAST ~ LIMESTONE ~ CEMENT

CAN BE COLLECTED FROM OUR YARD
OVER WEIGHBRIDGE OR DELIVERED
LOOSE ON OUR
TRANSPORT OR IN 1/2
METRE BAGS

COME AND VISIT OUR
NEWLY OPENED
GARDEN/DIY SHOP

MADINGLEY ROAD
COTON
CAMBRIDGFE CB3 7PH
Tel: o194 ZIZX1 4L

HOMESPACE

4 ADMIRAL

LOFT CONVERSIONS - WINDOWS - CONSERVATORIES

ERMINE STREET
Alconbury *« Huntingdon « Cambs « PE28 4EW

01480 456789
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LIGHT INDUSTRIES IN ELSWORTH

On the northern side of Boxworth Road [on your left as you drive out] a cluster of light-coloured sin-
gle storey buildings may be seen behind a thick hedge. These constitute Castle Acres, a small light
industrial complex on land owned by the Franklin Trust. Many, particularly the more recent inhabi-
tants in the village, will have passed by many times without knowing their purpose, but perhaps won-
dering. Recently the writer - AWF - was privileged to visit and was impressed by the splendid set-
ting, with delightful views over open countryside. Two firms were visited on the site - Gardasoft Vi-
sion, specialising on electronic quality control, and Elsworth Metal, which is engaged in cutting and
coating steel strips for packaging purposes.

Activities and the way of life at Castle Acres of to-day contrast markedly with that of some 65 to 70
years ago when the site was in use as a prisoner-of-war camp. Memories of that period from two
guards were contained in the Elsworth Chronicle of December 1992 and might be recalled by readers
here at that time. During the war years when the camp was in existence, many of the 250 prisoners -
all categorised as well-behaved and trustworthy - would make would make their way by bicycle at
8.30 am to farms in the area, returning to the camp in the evening. The roads of Elsworth at 8.30 am
must have been rather like Cambridge in term-time when masses of students fill certain roads as they
peddle to the first lectures of the day.

West of the village centre the light-industrial site of Avenue Farm is more recent. This site has had an
interesting change of use. Formerly a complex of farm buildings, these, which even include pig-
houses, have been transformed into spacious and delightful accommodation without the complex los-
ing its exterior rural charm. Recognition of its success in this respect was marked by a design award
presentation in 1997.

Many of the firms at Avenue Farm are involved in activities of a high tech nature although not all —
of the latter there is the administrative hub of a nationwide brick and concrete company and nearby
the office of a company specialising in a wide range of paving work for domestic and commercial
customers. Then there is a company specialising in bespoke design of glasshouses. The high tech/
computer based companies range over a broad area of expertise, encompassing wireless and elec-
tronic control systems; graphic design; the application of health and safety regulations to complex
commercial premises, to note a few. Altogether it would seem a happy thriving community in an en-
vironment of peace and charm.

KEY:

1. Piggery 2. Cattle yard 3. One-time stables, later
workshop 4. Heated glass houses for seed potatoes 5.
Dutch barn, bricked in for use as grain store 6. Open
cart and tractor housing

-
El Sub Sta

AVENUE FARM BUILDINGS PRESENT BUSINESS CENTRE AFTER
PRIOR TO 1994 BUILDING CONVERSIONS AND ADDITIONS
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Heating oil?

Are you paying too much?

Ring me before you buy
Deliveries direct to you
by national / local suppliers

Jeremy Cole (01954) 719452

agricole

You'll warm to the savings

Ideaz Landscapes 3 Year Guarantee on

; ] all Hard Landscaping
Dedicated to Quality

PONDS & WATERFEATURES
TREE AND SHRUB WORK
DECKING & PERGOLAS
SHED CONSTRUCTION
PAVING & DRIVEWAYS
ALL FENCING & TRELLIS
TURFING & SEEDING
BLOCK PAVING
RESTORATIONS
MAINTENANCE
PLANTING

DESIGNS

CAMBRIDGE

@)t 01223 892342

«~=/ www.ideal-landscapes.com
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Papworth Hospital is recognised as one of the world’s leading specialist centres for the treatment
of complex heart and lung problems and cares for over 50,000 patients each year.

Papworth Hospital Charity supports all aspects of the work of
the hospital. All of the funds raised are spent improving the lives
of our patients and their families, helping our doctors and
nurses in their work and enabling our researchers to find new
ways of treating and curing heart and lung disease.

Your support makes a difference by providing those extra
Papworth Hospital Charity touches of care that are not provided through statutory sources.
Living Sad Breating Pepworth It also helps medical staff to keep pace with the very latest tech-
nology and training, enabling patients to receive the best and

most up to date treatments available.

There are countless ways you can get involved and sustain the life-changing work carried out. You
could attend an event or organise one of your own, make a donation, purchase our charity goods
or even join our lottery. For more information, please visit our website www.
papworthhospitalcharity.org.uk or call us on 01480 364237.

Replacing your flat roof? Don’t fall flat on your face!

When replacing or repairing your flat roof, make sure you don’t use a
contractor who is either unaware or unprepared to meet the recently e
revised Part L of the Building Regulations or you could fall foul of the I Fina"y’ a guaranteed solution
law, have to replace the non- compliant work and be left with a hefty

bill. ] for your flat roof problems,
It is really important to ensure that all work to your home complies with

the Building Regulations as the penalties for failing to do so include PTOVEI'I to IaSt over 40 yearS!

substantial fines — and the responsibility ultimately rests with the person

ordering the work. | Does your roof suffer from any of these signs?
Why the changes? Home energy use is responsible for 27 per cent of I Moss growth » Cracks or bumps e Leaks * Expired guarantee ¢
UK carbon dioxide emissions, which contribute to climate change. The Or is it more than 5 years old?

Government has introduced requirements intended to make buildings |
more energy efficient by reducing C02 emissions by 2010. Most of this |
reduction will have to come from improvements to existing homes and
now includes the replacement of flat roofs under ‘Renovation of Ther-
mal Elements’.

When work is carried out to your property, opportunities often arise for
efficiency improvements at little extra cost. Which is why it makes
good sense to choose a product such as RubberBond EPDM FleeceBack |
to replace, and not repair, your flat roof. During the replacement, The |
Rubber Roofing Company complies with the new building regulations
by including the relevant upgrade to insulation levels required by the
Government and makes all the necessary arrangements with local coun- I
cils so that homeowners have the correct documentation. Please note |
that without this documentation you may face difficulties refinancing or
selling your property. I
Add to that the fact that The Rubber Roofing Company is an Independ- |
ent Approved Contractor who has passed full installation training and |
you can rest easy knowing that the work is in safe hands from start to
finish.

Stop! Replace it now, replace it permanently

and prevent misery from a leaking roof.

Unlike felt, RubberBond EPDM will
not split, leak or crack and it’s tough
enough to walk on. Installed in full
compliance with the revised Building
Regulations of April 2006!

RUBBERBOND
W EPDME

APPROVED INSTALLER
THE
RUBBER
ROOFING )

Company

Call NOW for your FREE, no
obligation quotation - valid
for 12 months.

01223 258049

B — S e e

The Consumer Protection Association also approves The Rubber Roof- 1 2 ( Lines open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
ing Company so you get immediate peace of mind knowing that your | Progggg;ﬁgn therubberrooﬁngcompany.com
installation is completely guaranteed. — e e e e e e e o e e e e

For friendly, knowledgeable advice, call The Rubber Roofing Company
on 01638 507730 or visit www.therubberroofingcompany.com
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The George and Bragon
Elsmorth

Fime ymﬁd/{yz% Fone Wines and Tt s

T

Tel: 01954 267236

At The George and Dragon we offer
a superb variety of fresh fish, for
example, Dover Sole, Sea Bass,
Lobster, Cromer Crabs, to name but
a few.

We also have a variety of Prime
Aberdeen Angus Scottish steaks, as
well as the highest quality English
Lamb and British Pork and Chicken.

e Family Sunday Lunch
e Two Dining Rooms with seating for 70 and 30

For more information including our regular and special menus see our website at:

www.georgeanddragon-elsworth.co.uk
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