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RAT RUN THROUGH ELSWORTH

In the last issue of the Chronicle there was atsdmticle on congestion at
the Caxton Gibbet roundabout leading to a car ruat-through Elsworth
during the morning rush-hour. Some, | know, comddhose in authority on
the matter - thank you for that.

The situation has moved on slightly. The peablis recognised by the
Highways Authority and the County Council. It woutgem that present
thinking is in favour of a three level approach] [@itially, line markings
will be painted at the roundabout designed to sd#pagastbound traffic on
the A1198 road from the nortfb] If that fails to bring benefit, the road be-
yond the motel on the A1198 near the roundaboutdvibe widened to form
a lane for eastbound traffic. [c] If the problenmagns, traffic lights opera-
tive at peak times would be installed or seriowsigne under consideration.

As the principal reason for the hold-up is tequirement of traffic to
give way to vehicles from the west - which at therning rush hour would
seem to be the problem - it is difficult to be apstic re. [a] and [b], but
time will tell, of course.

Alan Farrow

ELSWORTH, KNAPWELL & CONINGTON W.I.
By Isobel Farrow

On Wednesday {3March we held our Annual Meeting in Elsworth
School. This is an occasion to look back over tearg activities and to
elect [or re-elect] the President and committee
members.

Lyn Hogan has been our very able Presidenth®iast three years and
now Margaret Stevenson is the new office holden IOng-standing com-
mittee member and most efficient secretary Bettgcdick resigned and we
have one new committee member, Julia Hyde. We wedcboth our new
officers.

This year's meeting was special - ouf 8@rthday! Once business was
out of the way we enjoyed birthday cake, wine ahdese. And we also
celebrate that our membership stands at 33 -ralewew members having
joined during the year.

Since March 2012 we have had a wide varietyats ranging from
hearing how our local surgery at Papworth is ustbries of a lorry driver
and removal man - very entertaining! Last monih speaker was James
Martin - son of one of our members - who tofdaf the work done for
the homeless in Cambridge through the charity "&fi@omfort’, of which
he is the manager. Great efforts are made to wféekshops and activities
as well as a safe environment, food and laundriittas. Last year 750
homeless people in Cambridge were helped - at g@ehievement. For
more information call Isobel on 01954 267472.
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ELSWORTH BUS SERVICE - A PLEDGE
FROM THE COUNTY COUNCIL

Is a cloud of doom and gloom soon to descenBIsworth with the news
that our existing bus service is to come to an efld@ County Council is
markedly reducing its subsidy for public transpamd it is felt the somewhat
meagre use of the buses serving the parish caongel justify a grant. Is the
axe about to descend?

The forecast might seem dire for those why oel public transport, but as
the proverb of old notes “Every cloud has a silNeing”. Even though the
proposal is to be regretted, and the County mugirbssed to justify it, the
outcome needn't be disastrous. In fact it coultubged to our advantage and
made quite acceptable with focus on needs nowiftehby parishioners.

Before the matter became public | had bedouch with the Countand
been assured in writing that Elsworth will not be eft without a transport
service. Various options will be put to us for consideratic volunteer car
schemes, car share schemes, dial-a-ride serviegeTit a possibility, too,
that ‘Demand Responsive Transport’ [DRT] could beogtion, which to my
mind is the most suitable. It is a system in openain various parts of the
country and would seem to be particularly suitedutal areas. It is a scheme
being promoted seriously by the County. A briefalgdion would seem re-
quired, as unlike the other possibilities it is Belf-explanatory.

In essence DRT [Demand Responsive Transperfjrovided by mini-
buses run by independent transport providers. Tdckee prior booked so
that the burden of running empty vehicles is eledd. DRT can offer a
more personalised service than provided by thetioadl bus company, and
passengers may be collected from their homes.glfired, it could also be
arranged for customers to be picked up or dropdéditoa stop along a
scheduled bus stop or park and ride site.

What would passengers pay for DRT? Fareshailin line with the Cam-
bridgeshire County Council fare structure. Passeng®uld be able to use
their concessionary passes as per the currentateang, i.e. after 9.30 am.
The form noted above is to be regarded as an afit-pervice.

Discussions of our needs and how they areetanbt are scheduled to
commence in June. The parish council will be bded@d we are promised



there will be full engagement with the communitjheTCounty wishes to
gain a precise view of our travel needs, with piyogiven to those requir-
ing access to places of employment, educationpitrgy public services
[medical centres for example] and essential sh@ppin

Consultation is often regarded as merely dipublations exercise, with
the outcome pre-determined. In my experience, thpotlge Public Trans-
port section of the County has proved an excepbeing prepared to listen.
Some will remember the outcry a few years back wéehreat to the bus
service to St. Ives was successfully resisted. Deaglier occasion when as
chairman of the parish council | was promoting lhesge linking Elsworth
and neighbouring villages to the bus hub at Bak; Hie proposal was given
a 3 years trial. Unfortunately this service prowed to be viable. The views
of consumers are, to judge from these experiemzgsynly heard but taken
into account. Between now and the consultationogleiti would seem very
important that views are discussed fully so thatniegful propositions
may be put to transport officers when the viewparishioners are sought.

Alan Farrow

JUBILEE CLUB
By Betty Simcock

The club is open to everyone either livingoinvisiting Elsworth and
surrounding villages. We meet on the first Thursdaynost months from
2.30 to 4.30 pm and have a speaker or entertainraéietnoon tea and a
raffle.

We are having two outings in the summer, ngmel

Felixtowe - 38 May

Aldeburgh - 28 July

both leaving Elsworth bus shelter at 9 am andistafor home at
4.30 pm. Seats are still available at only £10 pexrson, £5 for
children.

Please come along if you can, you will cetaknow people there -
and you may want to come back! For more informatialh Betty on 01954
267470.



Are you looking for a school where all
of your child’s talents will be nurtured?

* small classes
* highly qualified and experienced staff
» Kindergarten, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 places available

e mini bus service from central Cambridge

01954 210309
www.stephenperse.com/pre-prep

stephen perse

pre-prep school

Cambridge Road, Madingley, Cambridge CB23 8AH




BOB EMPSON & SONS
THE GARAGE

ELSWORTH, CAMBS.

We are a family-run business dealing in:
MOT: Class 3 and 4
Servicing
Bodywork and accident repair
All types of repair work undertaken
on all types of car

Full plug-in diagnostic facilities

TELEPHONE: WORKSHOP 01954 267231
BODYSHOP 01954 267878

EMAIL: EMPSONSGARAGE@SUPANET.COM




Obituary

BETTY EVANS

A tribute to Betty has already appeared inElmvorth Times and it is
not proposed here to reiterate what has been writeen so, it would be
wrong not to focus on Betty on these pages asditiad to having given
so much to the village she was a very good frienthé Elsworth Chroni-
cle and contributed articles to many editionsraafrom the first publica-
tion back in 1990. Rather than repeat her accompiests it is proposed,
then, to focus on Betty the person.

Firstly as a wife and partner, she and Robkejbyed a delightfully
complementary loving relationship over some 50 yearhe, a rather taci-
turn, somewhat shy academic while she was morealiqus and outward
looking. This combination was well illustrated dretoccasions when she
and Robert gave lunch parties in Robert’'s set ofn® for members of
Robert’s tutorial group at St. Catherine’s Collegthere he was a Fellow
and Tutor. John Bridgwater - who in due course Wwabecome a Fellow
of St. Catherine’s, Professor of Chemical Engimgeand a resident in
Elsworth at Turner’'s Cottage - was a student uflgbert’'s guidance
and remembers the occasions well. Betty would apfe at their ease,
taking a keen interest in all present. In his tigabert could offer much to
Betty, as is clear from the Preface in her boolEtsworth.

Reference to Betty’'s publication takes ush® success of her booklet



‘The Church and Village of Elsworth’, which has heeeprinted three
times, with revisions, since first published. Tlansling of this work be-
comes clear when it is seen that reference is nwaden Volume 9 of the
scholarly Victorian County History. Other examptefsher ability to pre-
sent historical facts in a meaningful and easyesmlrstyle is brought out in
her history of Elsworth School, which appeared osigreditions of this
magazine, and on another occasion in her accouthteoéstablishment of
the W.I. in Elsworth. Extracts from her W.I. acobare noted elsewhere
in the current magazine.

Betty had a strong affinity with children. hiomes out in her article
in this magazine of December 1990 in which she evadthow the Beaver
Club - a gathering for the young folk of Elsworthcame into being, and
the varied activities which often spontaneouslyedeped. No doubt quite
a number in the parish will remember it well. Hedarstanding, and in-
terest in, children was reflected also in her adea magistrate on the Juv-
enal Board, and her positions as Governor of Elgw8chool and Swave-
sey Village, where she was chairman for a numbefeafs. And as those
who have been in the village for some time willtifgs the annual play
Betty produced for Elsworth School was always a&wotthy event.

Empathy and warmth of character charactefstty in all her endeav-
ours. But more than that, she was a person ofractiowhom complete
reliance could be put, as is shown by all the rasjmilities she success-
fully undertook, and already chronicled by Paul diiag.

Betty was interested in the past - witnesswiritings; interested in the
present - witness her activities relating to dfgh and young people in
particular; and in the future, witnessed by heratimm of woodland in the
County of her birth to the Herefordshire Nature siy@and the coppice she
and Robert planted at the northern end of thenl iarElsworth. Her span
of interests and activities was wide, which made $iech a delightful
companion. Even the world of sporting achievemeas within her com-
pass - while at Oxford she was cox of the Uniteré/omen’s Eight
boat. Over half of Betty's life was spent in Elstiprthat is some 58 years
in the village. She was a friend to so many andegavmuch to the parish,
becoming the acknowledged authority on its herit#g&ue Elsworthian,
by deed and knowledge if not by birth.
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[If required, the editor has a clearer map]
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ELSWORTH LAND ENCLOSURE

The map, probably of 1801, shown on the page opposite names the
occupants of land in our parish all those years ago, and many might be
interested in matching their present land holding with the name of the
person who, back over 200 years, acquired the land.

The map came into being as a result of the Land Enclosure Act of
1800 which brought to an end the Open Field system of agriculture
which had persisted for centuries. Prior to the Act all those nwgrdn
the land cultivated the same crop at one time. The second map repro-
duced on page 14 reminds us that in Elsworth the arable land was di-
vided into three huge fields [a] Low Field, [b] Middle Field and [c]
Pittdean Field; with in addition common pasture and meadowland. In
1800 wheat, the principal crop, was rotated triennially with peas and a
year when the field would remain fallow, such a pattern moving from
field to field in the rotation.

In essence, before the Enclosure Act landholders would hold strips
in each of the large fields under cultivation so that each would hav
share in the good and less good land. Cattle could be grazed on the fal-
low land, thus providing some manure, and on the common land and
meadowland.

With the redistribution of land from 1800, note was taken in the
variation of the soil within the parish, and parcels of lane:cethis in
part, and it will be seen a patchwork of holdings resulted with many
acquiring scattered land for enclosing. Those with a high entitlement to
strips were awarded accordingly with the redistribution. This new
method of land holding would seem to make sense and The Victoria
County History notes that there was but little objection in ElBwor
Consolidation meant that land could meaningfully be improved and
drained in the knowledge that it would not revert to another. Drainage
was an important factor, for although the ridge and furrow system al
lowed water to drain off along the furrows, it did so at the cosbibf
erosion. On enclosure, levelling the land surface and putting drains un-
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der the ground became realistic. Such improvement was to the advan-
tage of large landholders, but for those with small allocations and
wealth, it was but a dream, for often they could not afford the addi-
tional cost of such work together with the considerable expense of en-
closure with hedgerows or fence. Small landholders, therefore, were
inclined to sell their new allocation to neighbours. Consolidation was
also sought among those with larger holdings and there followed much
buying and selling, as is witnessed by announcements in the Cam-
bridge Chronicle of the time of land being offered for sale by auction.

By far the largest landholder after enclosure was the Retior w
was awarded 948 acres for his manorial holding - he was Ldla of
Manor as well as the incumbent - and 655 acres in lieu of bk
tithes. Some land on the borders of the parish went to apparent outsid-
ers, while of the resident farmers only three would seem to teave
ceived awards of notable size - viz. Richard Papworth with 243 ,ac
Richard Whitechurch with 147 acres and Jeremiah Fardell -+ afte
whose family the lane was named - with 133 acres. With the ¢onsol
dation noted above, it would seem that several farms emerged in the
middle of the nineteenth century with between 220 and 330 acres, with
James Parsons of Broad End higher with 560 acres by 1861, to which
later his holding was increased further.

On the Enclosure Map several names still prominent in thgeilla
or surrounds are noted - Allgood, Brand, Papworth. Perhaps family
records could throw light on such land exchanges. Others interested in
the history of their plot of land could well find that the Public Rdsor
Office in Cambridge has useful information. The auction notices re-
ferred to above in the Cambridge Chronicle give further insight, and
useful extracts from this source are also given in booklet published by
the Swavesey & District History Society. Even prior to engleghere
was land speculation. Three years before the Enclosure Act a Mrs. Ann
Bricheno was offering for sale a plot within the village areactviiad
been enclosed at an earlier date - “A close of rich patiod called
Roger's Close* with a fine thriving spinney”. The advertisement,
which included two other Lots for sale, notes that “superior advantages
must derive to the purchasers of the above Estates should an &closur
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[sic] take place”, as there was upwards of 1,000 acres of common
grazing land. Presumably a sale was not completed for the land is in
her name at the time of the 1800 enclosure. It will be seentfrem
Enclosure Map that a certain R. Brown was allocated land to the
east of the village to add to an earlier enclosed parcehraf. |
Brown’s Farm is to-day recognised as being on the southerly side
of Boxworth Road - perhaps he was the successful bidder when
Thomas Moore put his holding on the market; certainly Moore was
selling land off in 1812.

The Enclosure Acts transformed the English rural scene from
one characterised by large open fields to one of a patchwork of
hedgerows in the areas of arable land in lowland Britain. The
change was dramatic. Its advent in Cambridgeshire was later than
in most counties, which possibly led William Cobett to note in his
‘Rural Rides’ in the 1820s - sometime after enclosure in our
area - when entering Cambridgeshire from the Royston area

“those very ugly things common fields that have all the
nakedness without any of the smoothness of the Downs”.

Although the second part of the"26entury in areas such as ours
witnessed the removal of many hedgerows, consequent on the de-
velopment of large combine harvesters and the like, and the crea-
tion of mini prairie fields, it could be that now in the in thé' 2&n-

tury we are about to withess another marked transformation of the
countryside with the current demand for more and more houses be-
yond town boundaries. It is to be hoped that Elsworth will remain
in the rural scene, surrounded by farmland and farmers, to whom
we owe so much. It is to them and their like elsewhere that our lives
depend.

*[t is interesting that ‘Close’ refers to ‘enclosure’ not to a person
concerned with the present™gentury house estate.

Alan Farrow
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The George and DBragon
Elsmorth

Phnre Sottik S renks, Fone Wines and Foont St

~

Tel: 01954 267236

At The George and Dragon we offer
a superb variety of fresh fish, for
example, Dover Sole, Sea Bass,
Lobster, Cromer Crabs, to name but
a few.

We also have a variety of Prime
Aberdeen Angus Scottish steaks, as
well as the highest quality English
Lamb and British Pork and Chicken.

e Family Sunday Lunch
e Two Dining Rooms with seating for 70 and 30

For more information including our regular and special menus see our website ai:

www.georgeanddragon-elsworth.co.uk
oviliide oafm,g needs
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ELSWORTH SPORTS CLUB

Delivering a report at this time is convenianthe local sporting calen-
dar as the football season is reaching its clinttaxtable tennis season has
recently finished, and the cricket season is dumtomence shortly.

After a successful season last year the fdliotkbam was promoted to
the NMC Cambs Junior League Division 3B this seasom again has
enjoyed success. Two cup competitions were alseremtthe team reach-
ing the semi-final of the John Ablett Cup and neitag the Lower Junior
Cup which was won at the Histon Football Club gabiny defeating Ely
Crusaders by 3 — 2 after extra time in a very éait@ng final. The de-
mands of cup matches and losing a few Saturdajiereiarthe season due
to the weather resulted in a need to play threecimsat per week for the
last few weeks of the season, proving to be arsfaaithe players, making
it likely that promotion again this season migtgtjbe out of reach. How-
ever, finishing in the top three of the divisionais excellent achievement.
Anyone interested in, or seeking more informatiorfaotball should con-
tact David Triggs on 0789 1011055.

The table tennis teams have enjoyed succegggdhis past season in
the Ely League, the first team finishing runnershuivision 1, with the
second team finishing third in Division 3, just siigy second spot by vir-
tue of games won. Anyone interested in table teshizuld contact Bill
Knibbs on 01954 267266.

After a dismal season in 2012 and an obviag& bf players, it was
decided to enter one cricket team only in the Cabdagyue for this season
and our team will play in the Junior League Divisid. The home fix-
tures for the coming season are:

' June V. Miltori%3X1
8" June v Camdei X1
15" June v Lintorfx1
22" June V. Wilbraharff X1
3 August V. Bassingbourn
10" August v Sawstoff X1
24" August v Dullinghanf®X1

315 August V. Cambourn®& X1
A number of mid-week matches in the Business Housague and a few
friendlies will also be played. Anyone interestadcricket should contact
Bill Knibbs on 01954 267266.
Carpet bowls continues to be played throughimeiyear on Wednesday
afternoons in the Pavilion, and whist drives artd lmmonthly on Friday

evenings commencing at 7.30pm.
Roger Fensom [tel. 01954 267534]
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Mole Clearance
’ Service

Dave Anderson 01954 202460
Mob 07813430232 mole.control@hotmail.co.uk

Member of The British Traditional
Molecatchers Register

No Gas or Poison used Free site survey

* Installations
* Repairs
Maintenance & Servicing
LPG, Oil & Natural Gas
Free quotes

Phone Mark 07590 731533 or
01487-814275
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MADINGLEY
MULCH

YOUR GARDENS FAVOURITE PEOPLE

BARKS * SOILS * MULCHES * COMPOSTS *
CONDITIONERS
ALL DELIVERED IN OUR BIG 1 METRE
BAGS TO YOUR DOOR.

SOFT/SHARP SAND ~ 10/20mm GRAVELS ~
BALLAST ~ LIMESTONE ~ CEMENT

CAN BE COLLECTED FROM OUR YARD
OVER WEIGHBRIDGE OR DELIVERED
LOOSE ON OUR
TRANSPORT OR IN 1/2
METRE BAGS

COME AND VISIT OUR
NEWLY OPENED
GARDEN/DIY SHOP

MADINGLEY ROAD
COTON
CAMBRIDGE CB3 7PH
Tel: 01954 212144
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Wiltshire Farm Foods
make mealtimes as
easy as pie.

If you'll pardon

Shepherds Pie £2.95 We offer a choice of around 250

: delicious dishes, including mini meals
and desserts. All meals are delivered
frozen by your friendly, local driver,
ready to be stored in your freezer and
cooked in minutes.

Simply take a look at our FREE
brochure and order over the phone
or online. You can then enjoy free
Luxury Bramley Apple & delivery to your door. Mealtimes
Blackberry Pie £1.50 taken care of - what could be easier?

FREE
R NATIONWIDE
== DELIVERY

I
\,“ TASTY MEALS
ﬂ FROM ONLY

£2.95
For your FREE brochure or

to order a Taster Pack call us on */)!’
. 01371876 970 NS
g Shop online at Wiltshire Farm Foods
= www.wiltshirefarmfoods.com taking care of mealtimes
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